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16. RECORD OF RUSTIC BUNTING 


Several aspects of the record of the Rustic 
Bunting (Emberiza rustica) in the Journal, 
vol. 80 no. 2 p. 417, by Del-Novo and Ewins 
make me question the uncritical acceptance 
of this observation. 

The writers’ claim that they are familiar 
with this species in the UK gives a very false 
impression of its status in this country where 
it is a very rare bird, with an average of only 
five occurrences per year. I suggest that fami- 
liarity with a species can only come with 
frequent and regular observation. The obser- 
vers identified the bird as a male from the 
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blackness of the head plumage, but in January 
the bird would have been in winter plumage 
when its black markings are mottled with 
brown. 

The most disturbing aspect of the record 
is that the observers do not appear to be 
aware of the similarity of Tristram’s Bunting 
(E. tristrami) or attempted to eliminate that 
possibility. It also has a black and white head 
pattern, a chestnut breast band and flank mark- 
ings. In winter plumage it could look suff- 
ciently similar to cause confusion. Its normal 
migratory range includes north east Burma. 
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17. THE BIRDS OF DELHI AND MEERUT 


Meerut lies 76 kms northeast of Delhi in 
West U.P. with no record of birdwatching 
while good birdwatchers have been reporting 
the avifauna of Delhi for a long time (Ref. 
Abdulali, H. & Panday, J. D. 1978; Ganguli, 
Usha, 1975). We have to-day comprehensively 
good record of the birds in and around Delhi. 
I have on the other hand carried on observa- 
tions of the avifauna of Meerut region since 
1976 with a special study of the birds inhabit- 
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ing Hastinapur forest-marsh ecosystem which 
has revealed some birds not reported from 
Delhi. It is by no means a comparative study 


but the presentation of a fact which raises 
certain pertinent questions about habitat pre- 
ference of birds. The birds mentioned below 
are those that apparently do not visit the 
Delhi area though a distance of some kilo- 
metres does not matter to the winged creatures: 


